The original documents are located in Box 15, folder “President - Report: One Year (2)” of
the Robert T. Hartmann Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 15 of the Robert T. Hartmann Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

PRESIDENT FORD'S FIRST YEAR

FACT SHEETS

Prepared by:
The Office of Communications
Telephone: 456-2977





































ADDRESSING HUMAN NEEDS

"Even with the steps I have proposed to return fiscal integrity,
this budget continues the steady and sharp annual increase in
Government payments to individuals -- to those Americans who
need help most from their Government."

February 3, 1975

While the President has maintained the need to cut Federal
spending and prevent another bout with inflation, he has also
addressed the priority of dealing with "urgent humanitarian
needs." In so doing he:

* Proposed a fiscal year '76 budget that will increase payments
to individuals by $16 billion over fiscal year '75, so that in
this fiscal year payments to individuals now account for more
than 40 percent of Government spending. This means that since
1968 real spending for payments to individuals has increased
from $80 billion to $160 billion, while defense spending, ex-
cluding military retirement pay, has been reduced from $151
billion to $87 billion.

* Proposed Medicare outlays of $15 billion for fiscal year '76.
This will help meet the medical costs of 13.3 million aged

and disabled Americans, 29 percent more people than were aided in

1971. 1In addition, Medicaid outlays of $7.2 billion will bene-
fit 26 million low-income Americans this fiscal year -- a 40
percent increase over those aided in 1971.

* Proposed and signed a law authorizing more than $400 million
to assist in the resettlement of refugees coming from Vietnam
and Cambodia, and appointed a Presidential Advisory Committee
on Refugees to help the refugee assimilate into American life
and culture.

* Signed into law the Vietnam Era Veterans' Readjustment Assis-
tance Act of 1974, to enhance aid to veterans of the Vietnam
era.

* Supported and signed into law emergency legislation authorizing
additional public service jobs, extending the duration of
regular unemployment compensation and providing a special

unemployment benefits program for 12 million persons not covered

by regular state benefits.

* pProposed added money for summer jobs for youth and signed a’
bill providing about $473 million to be spent on approxlmately
840,000 summer jobs for youth.

* Signed the Social Services Amendments of 1974, improving‘
program accountability and focusing funds on those most in
need of services.
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* Established the Panel on Biomedical Research and nominated

members of the panel.




REGULATORY REFORM

"Although most of today's regulations affecting business are
well-intentioned, their effect, whether designed to protect the
environment or the consumer, often does more harm than good.
They can stifle the growth of our standard of living and con-
tribute to inflation... . Over a period of some 90 years, we
have erected a massive Federal regulatory structure encrusted
with contradictions, excesses and rules that have outlived any
conceivable value."

June 17, 1975

In an effort to reform those Federal regulations which have
become obsolete and unnecessary, President Ford has:

* Met with Democratic and Republican Congressional leadership
to seek cooperation in eliminating unnecessary Federal regula-
tions and red tape.

* Met with members designated by the Congress to discuss ways
in which Congress and the President could work together to
improve the regulatory system.

* Met with Commissioners of the 10 independent regulatory agen-
cies, urging them to initiate efforts to reform regulatory
procedures including intensified and improved cost-betiefit
analyses, reductions in backlogs and delays in the regulatory
process, improved responsiveness to consumer interests, and
a look at what fundamental changes might be required to elimin-
ate unnecessary regulation.

* Set up within the White House a special group to work with the
Congress and the regulatory agencies to determine the impact
of Federal regulations on consumer prices, individual choices
and the efficiency of the market place.

* Directed that all departments and agencies within the Executive
Branch evaluate the inflationary impact of all proposed legis-
lation, rules and regulations under their jurisdiction.

* Proposed the Financial Institutions Act, which would phase out
some existing Federal regulations governing banks and thrift
institutions in order to provide more competitive returns to
small savers and more diversified services to all customers.

* Dpesigned a comprehensive transportation program to modernize
Federal economic regulation of U.S. railroads, airlines, and
trucking firms. The first of this series of proposals, the
Railroad Revitalization Act, would eliminate excessive and
antiquated regulatory restrictions, increase competition in
the railroad industry, and improve customer service.

[ —
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Supported and signed the Securities Act Amendments of 1975,
which insures that competition is always a prime consideration
in establishing or abolishing market rules, and provides safe-
guards to help insure public trust in the securities markets.

Appointed the Commission on Federal Paperwork, to pinpoint
and reduce the enormous amount of Federal forms and Federal
documents. The Commission will cease to exist at the end of
two years.

Endorsed repeal of Federal fair trade enabling legislation
under which States may permit manufacturers to dictate retail
prices for their merchandise.

Established an executive branch task force to review existing
antitrust immunities for such groups and activities as rate-
making conferences, insurance rate bureaus, agricultural
cooperatives, etc. Specific legislative proposals for reform
or repeal of some immunities are planned for later this year.
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ENHANCING FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL RELATIONS

"The genius of American government is the Federal system of
shared sovereignty. This system permits and promotes creativity
and freedom of action simultaneously at three levels of govern-
ment. Federalism enables our people to approach their problems
through the governments closest to them, rather than looking to
an all-powerful central bureaucracy for every answer,"

April 25, 1975

To strengthen the Federal system and return decision-making
to State and local governments, the President has:

* Submitted legislation to renew and amend the State and Local
Assistance Act of 1972 (General Revenue Sharing), His
recommended changes include increased assistance to hard-
pressed areas that are constrained by the current per capita
limitations, and increased public participation in determining
State and local use of shared revenues.

* Met with the National Conference of State Legislatures, the
U.S. Conference of Mayors and representatives of the National
Governors' Conference, and held meetings with all 50 State
Governors. '

* Proposed (as part of the Highway Trust Fund extension) a one
cent per gallon Federal tax decrease in those States which
raise their State gasoline tax by one cent per gallon, in order
to enhance the ability of State and local governments to deal
with their own transportation problems.

* Directed the Secretary of the Interior to work in cooperatlon
with the States to resolve environmental and economic concerns
over the leasing of the Outer Continental Shelf.

* Proposed the Airport and Airway Development Act, which in-
cludes a provision to help State and local officials better
manage their Federal assistance by allocating the bulk of
the aviation grants funds directly to State and local airport
sponsors.

* Signed into law the Social Services Amendments of 1974, which
clearly delineates the limitations of the Federal Government
in social services programs, allowing for decisions to be
made at the State level.

* proposed a comprehensive crime bill, which would provide for
improved Federal, State and local coordination in criminal
law enforcement.
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Asked the Federal Government to promote decentralization
and work closely with State and local governments by util-
izing; for instance, the Federal Regional Councils.
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A MORE EQUITABLE SYSTEM OF JUSTICE

"Our revolutionary leaders heeded John Locke's teaching: 'Where
there is no law, there is no freedom.' Law makes human society
possible. It pledges safety to every member so that the company
of fellow human belngs can be a ble531ng instead of a threat.
Where law exists and is respected and is fairly enforced, trust
replaces fear."”

April 25, 1975

To help restore "domestic tranQUJllty‘ and promote a more effec-
tive and equitable system of justice, the President has:

* Sent to the Congress a comprehensive legislative package to
deal with crime, The message contains measures designed to
enhance the Federal Government's role in the reduction of crime.
Among these measures are mandatory minimum sentences for certain
violent crimes, economic compensation for the victims of Federal
crime and reauthorization of the Law Enforcement Assistance
Administration to provide $6.8 billion over the next five years
to assist state and local governments in fighting crime.

* Submitted to Congress legislation to outlaw the "Saturday
night special” handgun, establish mandatory walrting periods for
purchasing of handguns and increase overall enforcement of
Federal gun laws.

* Requested legislative action to reduce the economic lncentlves
which draw illegal aliens to the United States.

* Established the Committee on Illegal Aliens, under the auspices
of the White House Domestic Council. The Committee is conduct=
ing an exhaustive review of the impact of illegal aliens on the
nation, and is preparing action alternatives to help decrease
the number of illegal aliens.

* Directed the Justice Department to establish a program at the
Federal level to insure the rapid and effective prosecution of
career criminals. Also, the President directed that LEAA fund
similar programs at the state and local levels through the use
of discretionary grants.

* Initiated within the Domestic Council a policy review committee
on drugs. Within the committee, a working group is currently
developing a better program for dealing with enforcement of
U.S. drug laws.,

* Directed the Justice Department to develop enforcement priorities
in the area of white collar crime, including crime involving
official corruption.




Provided for the immigration of over one hundred and thirty
thousand Vietnamese refugees into this country following the
collapse of South Vietnam.

Established a Presidential Advisory Committee on Refugees to
deal with the problems arising out of the large immigration
of Vietnamese and Cambodians to this country.

Established a Presidential Clemency program to review clemency
applications of individuals charged with draft evasion or
military absentee offenses committed during the Vietnam era.
Of the estimated 120,000 eligible for clemency under this pro-
gram, the Presidential Clemency Board in the White House is
reviewing about 20,000 cases of persons previously convicted
or otherwise punished for such offenses, and the Departments
of Defense and Justice have completed action on more than
6,000 cases of individuals charged but who have not been con-
victed. Individuals granted clemency under the program will
be required to perform up to two years work in the public
interest.

Created the Commission on CIA Activities Within the United
States to investigate allegations of domestic wrongdoing by
that agency.

Directed the Attorney General to study the report of the
Commission on CIA Activities Within the United States and
determine what, if any, action should be taken against
individuals.
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BETTER EDUCATION

“"Although this Administration will not make promises it cannot
keep, I do want to pledge one thing to you here and now. I will
do everything in my power to bring education and employers to-
gether in a new climate of credibility -- an atmosphere in which
universities turn out scholars and employers turn them on."

August 30, 1974

The President has:

*

Signed into law the Education Amendments of 1974, which,
represents a step toward more effective distribution of Federal
education funds and more equitable administration of education
programs.

Directed the Secretaries of HEW and Commerce, in conjunction
with the Secretary of Labor, to study ways of bringing the
worlds of education and work closer together.

Proposed the vocational education program to consolidate Federal
vocational reform of education support, and reappointed the
National Advisory Council on Vocational Education.

Signed into law a bill giving the American Indian community
a stronger role in approving or disapproving the use of funds
for Indian children in public schools, and providing better
planning in the use of those funds.

Proposed a Library Partnership to stimulate new techniques in
the provision of library and information services, including
library networking and resource sharing.

Proposed a telecommunications assistance authority to explore
new methods of providing health, education and welfare services
utilizing technological innovation such as cable television
and satellites.

Proposed reform of the Impact Aid program. This reform would
provide Federal payments to school districts containing Fed-
eral installations based on a district's actual need, as well
as the realistic economic effects of the Federal presence.

Proposed a fiscal year '76 budget that would provide advance
funding of significant portions of the Federal education budget
in order to assist State and local education officials better
plan their school budget with prior knowledge of Federal fi-
nancial contributions.

Proposed the Desegregation Assistance Act of 1975 to target
support to school districts in the process of desegregation
on the basis of need.
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Proposed, in the fiscal year '76 budget, increased access to
post-secondary education by directing financial assistance to
students on the basis of need. Under the President's request
for $1,050 million for basic educational opportunity grants,
more than 1.3 million students will be assisted in school year
1976-77 with individual awards of up to $1,400."

Sent to the Congress regulations required under Title IX of the
Higher Education Act to bar discrimination on the basis of sex
at educational institutions. '
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MORE EFFECTIVE TRANSPORTATION

"There are still changing needs and new demands for the movement of
our people and the goods they produce. Yesterday's methods may not
be adequate to overcome the problem of congestion in many of our
large population centers. Also, fuels that have powered our trans-
portation machinery in the past may not be sufficient to meet the
demands of the future.... Once again, we look to the people in our
transportation industry to make the adjustments required by the
changing times. We look to them with the confidence that they will
perform as they have in the past and provide improvements that will
ensure fast, safe, efficient and convenient transportation.”

April 10, 1975
The President has:

* Proposed the Railroad Revitalization Act to reduce restrictive
regulation of railroads and to provide $2 billion in guaranteed
loans to revitalize our Nation's railroads. It is the first part
of the President's comprehensive transportation program to achieve
reform of Federal regulations governing railroads, airlines and
trucking firms.

* Has ordered legislation drafted to implement the plan to
reorganize the bankrupt railroads in the Northeast and Midwest.

* Signed the National Mass Transportation Assistance Act, providing
$11.8 billion over six years to improve urban public transpor-
tation.

* Proposed a new Federal Highway Program concentrating upon com-
pletion of major interstate highways at the national level while
returning to the States both Federal highway money and the power
to make their own transportation decisions.

* Proposed the Airport and Airway Development Act,. which would
streamline airport aid, reduce red tape, and establish a new
formula for allocation of funds to meet airport needs.

* Signed the Federal-Aid Highway Amendments of 1974 making perman-
ent the 55 mile per hour speed limit to save energy and lives.
The President released $2 billion in highway trust funds to help
create jobs in the construction industry.

* Signed legislation to facilitate the safe transportation of
hazardous materials.

* Sent a recommendation to the Congress to amend the Clean Air
Act by extending the current automébile emission standards for
five years, from 1977 to 1981.
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Initiated a cargo security program involving Federal, local
and industrial cooperation in the reduction of cargo theft.

Developed an action plan for assisting U.S. international air
carriers, including the enactment of the International Air
Transportation Fair Competitive Practices Act of 1974.
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AN "IMPROVED AGRICULTURAL SYSTEM

"The demand for agricultural products is at an all-time high both
here and abroad. 1In addition to supplying food for the tables

of over 213 million Americans, America's farms and ranches are
seen by many millions of people abroad as a source of nourishment.
Our agricultural abundance is possible not only because of the
blessings of fertile soil and advanced technology, but also be-
cause of the capable, hard-working, innovative people in whose
hands these immense food and fiber resources are entrusted."

April 2, 1975

To provide farmers with the opportunity to make their own de-
cisions and receive income from strengthened markets, President
Ford has:

* Maintained the trend toward a market—-oriented farm policy, and
in so doing, returned to the Congress H.R. 4296, which would
have increased Government controls over farmers, raised con-
sumers' food costs, while also restricting American farmers'
access to world markets. »

* 1Increased national wheat allotmer’s for 1976 by 15 percent,

broadening the support protection for farmers in the event wheat
prices fall below target levels.

* Strengthened Milk Market Orderkprices and dairy price supports,
and increased the 1975 crop cotton price support loan rate by
9 cents a pound.

* Reached agreement with the European community to remove export
subsidies on industrial cheese coming into the country, en-
suring that surplus dairy products will not be sold in the
United States at cut-rate prices.

* Initiated voluntary agreements with 12 countries to limit their
1975 meat exports to this country, to protect domestic cattle
producers from a flood of beef exports from abroad.

* Assured farmers that they would have the fuel and supplies
necessary to carry out their production plans for 1975 in
order to meet the increased need for larger food supplies
at home and abroad.

* Increased the fiscal yé;f“'75 funds available to Food for
Peace by $600 million, more than a 50 percent increase.

* plans to appoint a broad representation of farm commodity
leaders to assist the United States in upcoming trade nego-
‘tiations, and instituted an international trade negotiating
policy that will tie industry and agriculture together in
upcoming trade barrier negotiations.















































































































